
 

BIRTHDAYS                           
NOVEMBER	  	  

Michael G.  39 yr Nov 21, 1975 
Michele D 38 yr Nov 24, 1976 
Chris G.  27 yr Nov 17, 1987 
George E.  27 yr Nov 28,1987 
Valerie M.  25 yr Nov 24, 1989 
Robin S 24 yr Nov 29, 1990 
Bobbie B 23 yr Nov 1, 1991 
Rich L.  23 yr Nov 21, 1991 
Steve D.  20 yr Nov 1, 1994  
Max M 19 yr Nov 22, 1995 
Michelle C.  19 yr Nov 27, 1995 
Paul M.   18 yr Nov 5, 1996 
John T 16 yr Nov 22, 1998 
Mary R.  16 yr Nov 15, 1998 
John T.   16 yr Nov 22, 1998 
Sharon H. 15 yr Nov 17, 1999 
Maggie D.  13 yr Nov 7, 2001 
Melissa S 13 yr Nov 12, 2001 
Gina S 3 yr Nov 1, 2011  
	  
	  
SUBMISSIONS  WANTED  FOR  DECEMBER  

GRAPE-‐‑SCCIN  

Theme:  The  12th  Step  

Write  anywhere  from  a  couple  sentences  to  a  few  
paragraphs  related  to  the  12th  Step,  and  submit  by  

11/21/14  to  grapesccin@gmail.com.  Specify  
whether  you  want  your  first  name  published,  or  

prefer  to  be  completely  anonymous.  

  

  

  

Birthday	  Speaker	  
Meeting	  

	  
Sunday,	  November	  23	  

7:00	  p.m.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Hosted	  by:	  
Box	  of	  Chocolates	  Group	  

Speaker:	  
Magdalena	  R	  

	  
Emeline,	  Building	  D	  
1080	  Emeline	  Ave	  	  

Santa	  Cruz	  
4th	  Sunday	  of	  every	  month	  

at	  7	  pm	  
 

December: H&I hosting 
with Robert R from San 

Jose speaking 
	  

Special	  thanks	  to	  	  
There	  is	  a	  Solution	  for	  
hosting	  the	  Oct	  meeting	  
	  with	  speaker	  Jeff	  W.	  	  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

    1 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
7:30PM 
Intergroup Council 
Meeting 
Aptos Village Park 

6 7 8 
10:00AM 
4th Step Workshop 
Ben Lomond 
Fellowship 
 

9 10 11 
 

12 
7:30PM 
General Service 
Meeting           
Aptos Village Park 

13 14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
6:00PM 
Bylaws Committee 
Central Office 
 

19 
7:30PM 
Steering Committee 
Central Office 

20 
 

21 22 
 

23/30 
7:00pm on 23rd: 
Birthday Speaker 
Meeting  
Emeline Bldg D 
  

24 25 
7:30PM 
PI/CPC Meeting 
Central Office 
 

26 
7:00PM                     
H&I Meeting 
Central Office 

27 28 29 

  

Upcoming	  AA	  Events	  

2015	  International	  Convention	  of	  Alcoholics	  Anonymous,	  in	  Atlanta,	  GA,	  July	  2-‐5,	  2015.	  Registration	  and	  housing	  	  	  
reservations	  opened	  Sept	  3,	  2014.	  The	  theme	  is	  "80	  Years	  –	  Happy,	  Joyous	  and	  Free.”	  See	  
http://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/2015-‐international-‐convention-‐of-‐alcoholics-‐anonymous.	  

	  

Santa	  Cruz	  County	  AA	  Events	  

The	  Thanksgiving	  Day	  Alcathon	  is	  Nov.	  27,	  9	  a.m.	  to	  9	  p.m.,	  at	  the	  downtown	  Santa	  Cruz	  fellowship	  (512	  Front	  St.).	  
There	  are	  50-‐minute	  meetings	  all	  day	  long,	  beginning	  on	  the	  hour,	  except	  for	  1-‐3	  p.m.	  when	  there’s	  a	  potluck	  and	  
live	  music.	  

	  

Birthday	  Speaker	  Meeting	  Ad	  Hoc	  Committee	  

As	  mentioned	  last	  month,	  Intergroup	  Vice	  Chair	  Danielle	  B	  convened	  an	  ad	  hoc	  committee	  to	  see	  if	  it’s	  possible	  to	  
reinvigorate	  our	  beloved	  Santa	  Cruz	  AA	  Birthday	  Speaker	  Meeting.	  The	  committee	  is	  looking	  for	  ways	  to	  improve	  
it.	  (Maybe	  hold	  it	  at	  a	  different	  time?	  A	  different	  location?)	  One	  idea:	  An	  Old-‐School	  Birthday	  Speaker	  Meeting	  in	  
January	  at	  the	  Santa	  Cruz	  High	  School.	  The	  first	  meeting	  was	  held	  October	  22;	  the	  next	  is	  Nov.	  4	  at	  7	  p.m.	  at	  Lulu’s	  
on	  Pacific.	  If	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  giving	  input	  please	  call	  Central	  Office	  at	  475-‐5782.	  	  

	  

Service	  Opportunities	  

General	  Service	  will	  have	  elections	  at	  their	  November	  12	  meeting	  (7:30	  p.m.,	  Aptos	  Village	  Park).	  

Spring	  Fling	  The	  Activities	  Chair	  is	  convening	  a	  committee	  for	  Spring	  Fling	  2015.	  Want	  to	  give	  your	  ideas	  and	  
energy	  to	  that	  annual	  event?	  If	  interested,	  please	  call	  Central	  Office	  at	  475-‐5782.



  

The Chair’s Corner  

!  
Artwork by Ken C 

 
In the Akron cemetery where Dr. Bob and 
Anne lie, the simple stone says not a word 
about AA. This final example of self-
effacement is of more permanent worth to 
AA than any amount of public attention or 
any great monument. 
  

– As Bill Sees It, page 160 
 
Reading that leveled me - instantly - as I 
was preparing for the recent General 
Service Workshop on anonymity. It so 
powerfully exemplifies the meaning of the 
11th Tradition: Our public relations policy 
is based on attraction rather than 
promotion; we need always maintain 
personal anonymity at the level of press, 
radio, and films. 
Preparing for that workshop forced me to 
really dig-in. I had to evaluate my 
understanding of anonymity against what 
the literature says. 
To begin with, I found I needed to really 
understand the difference between 
confidentiality and anonymity.  
Confidentiality (comes from Latin 
confidentia – to trust) is about confidence 
or intimacy, such as disclosing private 
matters to be kept secret. It’s a matter of 
personal preference, wherein the motive is 
to prevent embarrassment or preserve trust.  
Anonymity (from Latin a- without; non- 
with no special characteristics; onoma- 
name) literally means without a name; a 
lack of individuality. It is specified in 
multiple traditions, wherein the motive is to 
practice humility and preserve our Society 
(i.e., AA).  

(cont’d) 
But where does one practice confidentiality 
vs. anonymity? Of course, keeping each 
other’s confidence – knowing that our 
private matters will be kept solely with 
whom we share those matters – is critical 
for obvious reasons. Confidentiality applies 
everywhere. But certainly we don’t need to 
be anonymous to each other regarding our 
AA membership. Our AA anonymity is to 
be practiced at the public level. These 
scenarios are described below. 

12&12, page 185: Enthusiastic over the 
spectacular recovery of a brother 
alcoholic, we'd sometimes discuss those 
intimate and harrowing aspects of his 
case meant for his sponsor's ear alone. 
The aggrieved victim would then rightly 
declare that his trust had been broken. 
When such stories got into circulation 
outside of AA, the loss of confidence in 
our anonymity promise was severe. 
As Bill Sees It, page 241: In some 
sections of AA, anonymity is carried to 
the point of real absurdity. Members are 
on such a poor basis of communication 
that they don't even know each other's 
last names or where each lives… In 
other sections, we see exactly the 
reverse. It is difficult to restrain AAs 
from shouting too much before the 
whole public, by going on spectacular 
'lecture tours' to play the big shot.  

In my early sobriety, I thought that 
maintaining anonymity was meant to 
protect our personal lives, which this 
passage from an AA pamphlet suggests. 

P-47 - Understanding Anonymity: 
Although the stigma has lessened to 
some degree, most newcomers still find 
admission of their alcoholism so painful 
that it is possible only in a protected 
environment. Anonymity is essential for 
this atmosphere of trust and openness. 

	  



 

(cont’d) 
But what is eminently clear to me now is 
that it is critical to practice anonymity at 
the public level not so much to preserve our 
own reputations, but to preserve AA’s. By 
widely affiliating ourselves with AA, we 
can harm people’s impressions of AA, 
because we are human and we make 
mistakes. We are not perfect at practicing 
our principles. Imagine all the conflicting 
understandings outsiders would have about 
what AA is and how it works, if we were all 
revealing our membership. Or even how 
outsiders might think AA doesn’t work, 
when one of us has a slip? And furthermore 
– why would we want to go around touting 
our membership? There is hardly a spiritual 
principle at play there, as we are grimly 
reminded by this passage. 

ABSI, page 198: AAs of worldly 
prominence… forget that during their 
drinking days, prestige and the 
achievement of worldly ambition were 
their principle aims. They do not realize 
that, by breaking anonymity, they are 
unconsciously pursuing those old and 
perilous illusions once more. They 
forget that the keeping of one's 
anonymity often means a sacrifice of 
one's desire for power, prestige, and 
money. They do not see that if these 
striving became general in AA, the 
course of our whole history would be 
changed; that we would be sowing the 
seeds of our own destruction as a 
society. 

The next two passages synopsize the 
concept patently. 

12&12, page 183: [Tradition 11] is a 
constant and practical reminder that 
personal ambition has no place in AA. In 
it, each member becomes an active 
guardian of our Fellowship. 

(cont’d) 
12&12, page 187: Anonymity is 
humility at work. Moved by the spirit of 
anonymity, we try to give up our natural 
desires for personal distinction as AA 
members, both among fellow alcoholics 
and before the general public. As we lay 
aside these very human aspirations, we 
believe that each of us takes part in the 
waving of a protective mantle which 
covers our whole Society and under 
which we may grow and work in unity. 

And yet, we can and should disclose our 
own AA membership to our closest friends 
and family, in the spirit of carrying the 
message. Something along the lines of, 
“The changes you see in me are because 
AA has solved my drinking problem.” How 
else would outsiders know that AA works? 
This is described in this passage (which still 
stresses our public anonymity). 

ABSI, page 120: Once one is fairly 
sober, and sure of this, there seems to be 
no reason for failing to talk about AA 
membership in the right places... So we 
should not criticize… people who wish 
to talk about belonging to AA, provided 
they do not do it at the public level and 
thus compromise our whole Society. 

So. Having reviewed all those 
technicalities, I eventually came down to 
the spiritual business of anonymity. And 
frankly, that is so vast and deep, I feel I can 
hardly scratch the surface of it in The 
Chair’s Corner. Maybe next month. But I 
think this quote, from the end of our 11th 
Step prayer, perfectly captures the ultimate 
spiritual essence of anonymity. In the 
immortal words of St Francis,  

“It is by dying that we are born to 
eternal life.”  

Yours in spirit and service, 
Clarissa	  



  

Thank You Diverter Volunteers, Service 
Well Done!   :-) 

I am so happy to report that there are only 
four open shifts this month. Thank you all 
for such valuable service.  - Jude W. 

 
 “I am responsible...  

When anyone, anywhere, reaches out for Help, I 
want the hand of A.A. always to be there. And 

for that: I am responsible.” 
  

24-HOUR CALL LINE OPEN SHIFTS  
(as of 10-27-14) 

1st & 3rd MONDAY 
7pm-11pm 

 4th  WEDNESDAY 
7pm-11pm 

1st and 2nd THURSDAYS 
7pm-11pm 

 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th THURSDAYS 

7am-9am 
 1st Saturday, 11 p.m-7 a.m. 

Please!!! If you are available, contact: 
Diverter Chair Jude W. @ 247-0689  

 or Central Office @ 475-5782 

Monthly Spotlight on Literature 

Spiritual Awakenings – Journeys of the 
Spirit 

This month, the literature spotlight is on Spiritual 
Awakenings – Journeys of the Spirit.  This is a 
wonderful book written over a period of 60 years 
by our own members.   
The book is divided into four sections: 
Beginnings, Seeking, Finding, and Practicing. 
Included are the letters between Bill W. and Dr 
Carl Jung, as well as many letters to the 
Grapevine, and many articles published 
throughout the years. 
From the story, “A Gift That Surpasses 
Understanding” in April 1970: 

 “What I need and need desperately was, not 
more knowledge about God, but, with God’s 
help, a deep, penetrating knowledge of 
myself.  How could I learn to live, not 
ecstatically nor even euphorically, but with at 
least a modicum of peace?  How could this 
spirit of mine find some kind of interest, 
enthusiasm, self-fulfillment?  I was to 
discover that AA had the answer for this 
plain, ordinary, human craving of my heart.”  

From: “A Sense of Wonder” in June 1968: 
 “I have a part to play; but it is simply too big 
for me to discover on my own.  So I humbly 
ask God what his will is for me, today.” 

There are many more passionate and inspirational 
stories of spiritual experience.  This book was so 
greatly received that there is now a sequel to it: 
Spiritual Awakenings II - More Journeys of the 
Spirit. 
As Bill W. wrote in 1957, “The greatest gift that 
can come to anybody is a spiritual awakening.” 
Stop by Central Office and check out our ever-
expanding library of literature selections. 
 

If YOU have a favorite piece of literature, drop us a 
note and let us know what makes it so special, and we 
will publish it in the GrapeSCCIN. 
(above written by anonymous guest columnist) 

From the Central Office 
 
Thanks to the volunteers here and the 
groups who have sent in their donations 
things are running smoothly and the bills 
are paid. 

       We do have Daily Quote from the 
Grapevine and some copies of the reprint 
of the first edition of the Big Book and a 
new book called Sober and Out. 

 Group donations are nearly equal to our 
expenses and when they are consistently, 
we can depend less on literature sales 
and keep our prices as low as possible. 

Humble Servant 

                    Bob S. 

 


