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Monthly Local Calendar 
June 2015 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 
7:30PM 
Intergroup Council 
Meeting  
Aptos Village Park 

4 5 6 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 Aptos Village Park 
General Service  
6:30PM POTLUCK 
7:30PM CONFERENCE 

REPORT - RAYMUNDO 

11 12 13  10:00AM 
4th Step 
Workshop 
Ben Lomond 
Fellowship 

14 15 
6:30PM 
Spring Fling 
Committee 
Central Office 

16 
6:00PM 
Bylaws 
Committee 
Central Office 

17 
7:30PM 
Steering Committee 
Central Office 

18 19 
Deadline for 
Submissions 
Email grapesccin 
@gmail.com 

20 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
7:10PM                     
Watsonville 
Bday Dinner & 
Meeting 
939 Lincoln St 

24 
7:00PM                     
H&I Meeting 
Central Office 

25 26 27 

28 
7:00PM                     
Birthday Speaker 
Meeting 
1080 Emeline Ave 
Bldg D 

29 30     

 

6th Step 

Were entirely ready 
to have God remove 
all these defects of 
character. 

6th Concept 

The Conference recognizes 
that the chief initiative and 
active responsibility in 
most world service matters 
should be exercised by the 
trustee members of the 
Conference acting as the 
General Service Board. 

 

 RECOVERY  UNITY  SERVICE 
6th Tradition 

An A.A. group ought 
never endorse, finance 
or lend the A.A. name 
to any related facility or 
outside enterprise, lest 
problems of money, 
property and prestige 
divert us from our 
primary purpose.

Got a fellowship or service event to share? Email it to grapesccin@gmail.
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Grapelove to 
Henry C for 
this amazing 

flashback from 
the August 

1997 issue of 
the Grape-

SCCIN. This is 
the first in a 

series of three 
pieces about 

the growth of 
AA in Santa 

Cruz County 
and the 

creation of 
Intergroup. 

 The Grape would love to 
hear from you… 
grapesccin@gmail.com 
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AA Events 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

2015 International Convention: 
"80 Years – Happy, Joyous and Free" 

July 2 - 5, 2015 in Atlanta, Georgia 
http://www.aa.org/  

Ben Lomond Fellowship 
4th Step Workshop 

Saturday, June 13, 10AM 
Ben Lomond Fellowship 

Bring your Big Book if you have one. 

Every 2nd Saturday! 

Santa Cruz County Intergroup 
Birthday Speaker Meeting 

Sunday, June 28, 7PM 
1080 Emeline Ave Bldg D 

Every 4th Sunday! 

Santa Cruz County Intergroup 
Annual Spring Fling 

Saturday, June 20 
Harvey West Park 

Music * Speaker * BBQ * Drawing * Dance 
Donations are needed! See page 9 for details. 

Santa Cruz General Service 
Potluck and Conference Report  

Wednesday, June 10 
Aptos Village Park 

Potluck at 6:30 * Raymundo’s Talk at 7:30 
Raymundo will deliver his report from the NY General 
Service Conference. Bring a sponsee and join us for this 
amazing evening of AA energy, love, and fellowship. 

Watsonville Fellowship 
Birthday Dinner & Chip Meeting 

Tuesday, June 23, 7:10PM 
Watsonville Fellowship 

Every 4thTUESDAY! 

Willingness 
The immediate object of our 
quest is sobriety – freedom 
from alcohol and from all its 
baleful consequences. 
Without this freedom, we 
have nothing at all. 
Paradoxically, though, we 
can achieve no liberation 
from the alcohol obsession 
until we become willing to 
deal with those character 
defects which have landed 
us in that helpless 
condition.  
Grapevine  
November 1960 
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Service Opportunities 
Intergroup Reps/Area Reps 
Ideally, every meeting/group should have an 
Intergroup Rep to keep the group informed of 
what’s happening in local AA, and to ensure the 
group has a voice in Intergroup issues. If your group 
does not have an Intergroup Rep, consider electing 
one. Area Reps are an important link in our 
Intergroup service. Once a year, they help find a 
meeting in their area to host the Birthday Speaker 
Meeting. If you are interested in supporting 
meetings in the Emeline buildings or on West Side 
Santa Cruz, please join us at the monthly 
Intergroup Council meeting on the first 
Wednesday (June 6) at 7:30 at Aptos Village Park. 

Phone Diverter 
The Phone Diverter is our 24-hour call line to 
ensure there’s someone to answer calls to AA 
when Central Office is closed. They provide info 
(e.g., about meetings) and refer more serious calls 
to volunteers on the 12th Step Caller list. If you are 
available to be a Diverter Volunteer for a couple 
hours once a month, contact the Diverter Chair, 
Jude at 247-0689 or Central Office at 475-5782. 

Bridging the Gap 
Bridging the Gap supports new AA members as 
they reenter society. They need volunteers to visit 
institutions to carry the message of AA – what it is 
and what it’s not – and how Bridging the Gap can 
help (one year of sobriety requirement); and 
volunteers to take newcomers to their first AA 
meeting when they exit an institution (six months 
of sobriety requirement). If interested, please 
contact Jesse C at 331-5287. 

H&I Secretaries for Monthly Meetings 
An H&I Secretary conducts a meeting in a facility 
once a month. The secretary selects a chair, and H&I 
provides the format. To help, call the H&I Chair 
Sabrina at 840-0362. 

Willingness 

You are asking yourself, 
as all of us must: “Who 
am I?... Where am I?... 
Whence do I go?” The 
process of enlighten-
ment is usually slow. 
But, in the end, our 
seeking always brings a 
finding. These great 
mysteries are, after all, 
enshrined in complete 
simplicity.  

The willingness to grow 
is the essence of all 
spiritual development. 

Bill W 
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General Service Connection 
 Hello Fellow Trusted Servants,   

Our CNCA Delegate Raymundo will be 
visiting Santa Cruz on June 10 to give his 
report from the 65th annual General Service 
Conference in New York.  
 
Before the first conference was held in 1951, 
Bill W. had become convinced that Alcoholics 
Anonymous needed an annual meeting that 
would allow for input from A.A. Groups to 
Headquarters in New York. In April 1947, Bill 
drew up a proposal for what the conference 
might look like entitled “The Alcoholic 
Foundation of Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow.” 
  
In it, Bill wrote: “Perhaps the best suggestion 
for closing the gap between our Alcoholic 
Foundation and the A.A. Groups is the idea of 
creating what we might call The General 
Service Conference of Alcoholics 
Anonymous… The Conference, we think, 
ought to be composed of a fair number of good 
A.A. members meeting annually, at which time 
we would seat our present Headquarters down 
in their midst. Our Service Headquarters 
people… would be members of the conference 
also… The Conference would then hear the 
reports of each headquarters department, 
making whatever recommendation it chose in 
that connection.” 
  
In the spirit of Bill’s conception of the General 
Service Conference, here is a glimpse of some 
of the recommendations from the 65th annual 
Conference. 
  

Literature Committee – Advisory Actions: 
• Trustees to develop literature for the 

alcoholic with mental health issues. 
• Revise these current pamphlets: 

“AA and the Gay/ Lesbian Alcoholic” 
“AA for the Woman” 
“Inside AA: Understanding the 
Fellowship and Its Services” 
“Your AA General Service Office” 

 Literature Committee – Considerations: 
• Took no action on combining the Twelve 

Steps & Twelve Traditions with the Twelve 
Concepts into a single book. 

  
I hope that you will join us in Aptos Village 
Park on Wednesday June 10 to meet 
Raymundo and hear his report first hand. He 
is not just a “good A.A. member” as Bill 
describes above. He is one of the most loving 
and dedicated servants I have ever had the 
pleasure to meet. You won’t want to miss his 
report; his love and enthusiasm for our 
fellowship is infectious. The fun will start with 
a potluck at 6:30 pm followed by Raymundo’s 
report at 7:30 pm, so bring a dish and a 
sponsee and join us. 
 
In love and service, 
Jeff W.  
DCMC  
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On June 16th we are changing phone 
companies. (The AA Santa Cruz Central Office 
phone number will remain the same.) The 
change in service means that, in addition to 
better service and lower rates, there will be 
some changes to the logging on procedure.  

The Diverter Committee is in the process of 
mailing out to every volunteer the new logging 
on procedure before the change-over takes 
place. Also included in the mailed packets will 
be the new 2015 Twelve Step Caller List.  

The new list of Twelve Step volunteers is in the 
final stage of completion. Anyone who wishes 
to be available to do Twelve Step work should 
call the Central Office before June 3rd.  

If you are a Diverter Volunteer, thank you! And 
Please – be on the lookout for this critical 
packet in your mail. You will not be able to 
access the phone system without this 
information. 

From Central Office 
All of the books by the Grapevine 
Inc. are collections of stories on a 
particular topic that were 
published in the AA Grapevine. 
This week, Central Office is 
receiving a few new books from 
Grapevine Inc: 
•Dealing with Adversity in 
Sobriety  

•One on One: Sponsorship in 
Action  

•Happy Joyous & Free: The 
Lighter Side of Sobriety 

•Step by Step: Stories of the 12 
Steps in Action 

•A Rabbit Walked Into a Bar: 
Best Jokes and Cartoons from 
AA Grapevine (see pages 4 and 
5 for excerpts) 

The price for each of these new 
books is $13.75. 

If you don’t know about the AA 
Grapevine magazine, visit 
www.aagrapevine.org, or go to 
www.AA.org and look for 
Grapevine magazine and books.  
It too makes a great gift for your 
friends in sobriety.  

Humble Servant, 

Bob S. 

Diverter News: Big 
Changes This Month! 
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The	  AA	  Grapevine	  Statement	  of	  Purpose:	  

“The	  AA	  Grapevine	  is	  the	  International	  journal	  	  
of	  Alcoholics	  Anonymous.	  	  Written,	  edited,	  
illustrated,	  and	  read	  by	  AA	  members	  and	  others	  
interested	  in	  the	  AA	  program	  of	  recovery,	  the	  
Grapevine	  is	  a	  lifeline	  linking	  one	  alcoholic	  to	  
another.”	  

The	  AA	  Grapevine	  is	  AA’s	  “meeting	  in	  print,”	  	  
a	  monthly	  collection	  of	  articles	  written	  by	  AA	  
members	  from	  around	  the	  
world.	  	  It	  has	  been	  an	  integral	  
part	  of	  Alcoholics	  Anonymous	  
for	  over	  60	  years.	  	  The	  
Grapevine	  publishes	  articles	  
that	  reflect	  the	  full	  diversity	  of	  
experience	  and	  thought	  found	  
within	  the	  AA	  Fellowship,	  as	  
does	  La	  Viña,	  bimonthly	  
Spanish-‐language	  magazine	  
(first	  published	  in	  1996).	  	  	  
“La	  Viña	  communicates	  the	  
experience,	  strength	  and	  hope	  
of	  its	  contributors	  and	  reflects	  
a	  broad	  geographic	  spectrum	  
of	  current	  AA	  experience	  with	  
recovery,	  unity,	  and	  service.”	  

No	  one	  viewpoint	  or	  
philosophy	  dominates	  their	  
pages	  and	  in	  determining	  
content,	  the	  editorial	  staff	  
relies	  on	  the	  principles	  of	  the	  
Twelve	  Traditions.	  

The	  Grapevine	  began	  in	  the	  spring	  of	  1944,	  just	  	  
9	  years	  after	  the	  Fellowship’s	  founding.	  A	  small	  
group	  of	  AA	  members	  living	  in	  and	  around	  New	  
York	  City	  began	  a	  magazine,	  with	  the	  goal	  of	  

Monthly Spotlight on Literature 
The A.A. Grapevine and La Viña: 
Our Meetings in Print 

providing	  news	  of	  AA	  to	  members	  hungry	  for	  
information	  about	  the	  Fellowship	  and	  the	  AA	  
program	  of	  recovery.	  

As	  Bill	  W.	  expressed	  it	  in	  1946,	  “The	  Grapevine	  	  
will	  be	  the	  voice	  of	  the	  Alcoholics	  Anonymous	  
movement.”	  	  “Like	  the	  AA	  movement	  it	  is	  a	  	  
mirror,	  there	  will	  be	  but	  one	  central	  purpose:	  	  
The	  AA	  Grapevine	  will	  try	  to	  carry	  the	  AA	  message	  
to	  alcoholics	  and	  practice	  the	  AA	  principles	  in	  all	  	  

its	  affairs.”	  

All	  articles	  in	  the	  magazine	  are	  
contributed	  by	  AA	  members,	  
with	  few	  exceptions.	  	  Articles	  
are	  evaluated	  by	  the	  editorial	  
staff,	  and	  while	  some	  editing	  is	  
done	  for	  purposed	  of	  clarity,	  
styling	  and	  length,	  the	  editors	  
encourage	  all	  writers	  to	  
express	  their	  own	  experience	  
in	  their	  own	  unique	  way.	  	  	  

You	  are	  encouraged	  to	  submit	  
stories	  of	  your	  experiences	  
with	  recovery,	  with	  spirituality,	  
with	  service	  and	  hope	  and	  
laughter.	  	  To	  reach	  the	  
Grapevine,	  please	  write	  the	  
Grapevine	  at:	  P.O.	  Box	  1980,	  
Grand	  Central	  Station,	  New	  
York	  NY	  10163-‐1980	  or	  by	  
email	  submission:	  to	  
gveditorial@aagrapevine.org.	  
It	  would	  be	  so	  wonderful	  to	  

share	  some	  experience,	  strength	  and	  hope	  from	  our	  
local	  area	  with	  the	  world.	  

Artwork by Ken C. 
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Spring Fling: Saturday, June 20th 
11 am to 5 pm at Harvey West Park 

WWhhaatt''ss  uupp  iinn  WWaattssoonnvviillllee?? 

Members are rallying up and making general repairs and improvements to the 
Watsonville Fellowship.  On a volunteer basis, and with donated time and 
materials, 25 chairs have been re-upholstered so far!  Over the past several months 
other upgrades have taken place, including a re-painted kitchen, and bathroom.   

If you feel compelled to reach out to newcomers, you are encouraged to attend a 
meeting at the Watsonville Fellowship. Secretary positions currently available are:  
Wednesday 7am Fresh Start, Saturday 12pm Dr. Bob Book Study, and Sunday 8pm 
Clock Watcher Step Study.   

Immerse yourself in strong support, a diverse community, and newbies with hope. 
Be a part of it! 

11	  am	  to	  5	  pm:	  Grab	  a	  bite!	  Grilled	  chicken,	  
grilled	  veggies,	  pasta	  salad,	  and	  garlic	  bread!	  	  
$8	  for	  adults,	  $4	  for	  children	  10	  &	  under	  

11	  am	  to	  2	  pm:	  Live	  music	  from	  the	  Brian	  Quinn	  
Group	  and	  the	  John	  Michael	  Band	  

11:30	  pm	  to	  1:30	  pm:	  Kids’	  area	  will	  be	  staffed	  
with	  a	  bounce	  house	  and	  two	  face	  painters!	  

2	  pm	  to	  3	  pm:	  Mickey	  B,	  circuit	  speaker	  from	  LA	  

3	  pm	  to	  5	  pm:	  Prize	  drawings,	  baked	  goods	  
auction,	  and	  announcement	  of	  50/50	  winner	  	  

Still	  needed:	  	  
Donations	  for	  drawing	  prizes	  
2	  popup	  tents	  
¼	  cord	  of	  firewood	  
Folding	  tables	  
White	  Christmas	  lights	  
Extension	  cords	  	  

Please	  call	  Central	  Office	  at	  475-‐
5782	  with	  any	  donations.	  And,	  if	  
you	  would	  like	  to	  help	  put	  the	  
finishing	  touches	  on	  Spring	  Fling,	  
come	  to	  our	  next	  committee	  
meeting	  June	  15	  at	  6:30,	  Central	  
Office.	  Thanks!	  	  

SSpprriinngg  FFlliinngg    
iiss  oouurr  cceelleebbrraattiioonn    

ooff  FFoouunnddeerrss’’  DDaayy,,  aanndd    
22001155  mmaarrkkss  8800  yyeeaarrss  ooff  AAAA!!  
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Founders’ Day: The Mystery Surrounding AA’s First Day 

Late 1934 - Bill W. has a 
spiritual experience at 
Towns Hospital. 

Late 1934 - Bill W is visited 
by his friend Ebby Thatcher, 
a member of the Oxford 
Group. 

Early 1935 - Bill and Lois 
join the Oxford Group. Bill 
works with many alcoholics 
but succeeds only in 
keeping himself sober. 

May 1935 - A business opportunity 
takes Bill to Akron, Ohio, and he stays 
at the Mayflower Hotel. When the urge 
to drink hits him hard, he realizes 
suddenly that “work with another 
alcoholic will save the day.” Bill calls a 
local church, hoping he can be 
connected with a suffering alcoholic.  

June 10, 1935: the birthdate of Alcoholics 
Anonymous? Based on the evidence we 
currently have, probably not. With the 80th 
anniversary of that providential date quickly 
approaching, I thought it would be timely to 
take a close look at the history. 

The Big Book (4th ed.) describes the events 
leading up to that day in Dr. Bob’s Nightmare: 

“This dry spell lasted for about three 
weeks; then I went to Atlantic City to 
attend several days’ meeting of a national 
society of which I was a member. I drank 
all the scotch they had on the train and 
bought several quarts on my way to the 
hotel. This was on Sunday. I got tight that 
night, stayed sober Monday till after the 
dinner and then proceeded to get tight 
again. I drank all I dared in the bar, and 
then went to my room to finish the job. 
Tuesday I started in the morning, getting 

well organized by noon. I did not want 
to disgrace myself so I then checked 
out. I bought some more liquor on the 
way to the depot. I had to wait some 
time for the train. I remember nothing 
from then on until I woke up at a 
friend’s house, in a town near home. 
These good people notified my wife, 
who sent my newly made friend [Bill 
W.] over to get me. He came and got me 
home and to bed, gave me a few drinks 
that night, and one bottle of beer the 
next morning. That was June 10, 1935, 
and that was my last drink.” (p.179) 

However, if one takes a moment to check the 
records of the American Medical Association 
(the “national society of which [Dr. Bob] was 
a member”), one will find that the referenced 
Atlantic City conference commenced on 
Monday, June 10, 1935. 
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May 11, 1935 

Henrietta Seiberling, an active 
supporter of the Oxford Group, 
suggests that Bill W meet with 
Dr. Robert S, a prominent 
Akron surgeon 
whom she has been 
trying to help get 
sober for two years. 

Early June - Bill moves in 
with Dr Bob and Anne at her 
behest. Dr. Bob lapses into 
drinking again but soon 
recovers. The day widely 
known as the date of Dr. 
Bob's last drink, June 10, 
1935, is celebrated as the 
founding date of Alcoholics 
Anonymous.  

Over his 15 years of 
sobriety—until his death 
from cancer on Nov 16, 
1950—Dr Bob helped more 
than 5,000 alcoholics. Bill 
W described Dr Bob as 
“the prince of the Twelfth 
Steppers.”  

May 12, 1935 

Bill joins the Smith 
family for dinner at 
Henrietta’s home 
(known as the 
gatehouse), and Dr 
Bob is too hungover 
to eat. But after 
dinner, in the 
privacy of the 
library, Bill shared 
his story openly, and 
Dr Bob opened up. 
They talked for 6 
hours. 

So, if June 10th isn’t the actual date of Dr. 
Bob’s last drink, when was it? According to 
AA historian Mitchell K., it appears that the 
time line as laid down in our literature is off 
by roughly a week, shifting the auspicious 
day to the following Monday, June 17. 
However, despite this new information 
coming to light, the General Service 
Conference hasn’t seen fit to address the 
issue, much less correct the long-standing 
error. (What ever happened to the concept  
of “when we were wrong, promptly admitted 
it”?) 

Adding to the ambiguity, there are several 
schools of thought as to when the program 
should celebrate its creation. Some are of the 
belief that AA began when Bill was visited by 
his old friend and drinking companion, Ebby 
Thatcher, who brought with him his tale of 
recovery through the Oxford Group, from 
which many of the basic tenets of our 
program were derived. 

Others believe that the day Bill had his “white 
light” spiritual experience at Towns Hospital 

in Manhattan, thought to have occurred on 
December 14, 1934, three days after he was 
admitted, should be commemorated. 

Still others, myself included, feel that the AA 
ball initially got rolling on Mother’s Day, 
March 12, 1935. It was on that day that 
Henrietta Sieberling first brought Bill and 
Dr. Bob together at the Stan Hywet Hall Gate 
Lodge. What was intended to be a brief 
fifteen-minute visit, as a gesture of courtesy 
to the host, wound up lasting six hours. 

And lastly, there are those in Cleveland, 
Ohio, who point to the first meeting where 
the name Alcoholics Anonymous was used to 
describe the fellowship, on May 11, 1939, as 
the significant founding date. 

That said, does any of this really matter in 
the grand scheme of things? Of course not, 
but what alcoholic doesn’t enjoy playing  
the contrarian on occasion? I know I 
certainly do. 

Submitted by B.S. 



 

 

Santa Cruz County Intergroup Newsletter 
 

June 2015 
 

12 



 

 

Santa Cruz County Intergroup Newsletter June 2015 
 

13 

Step Six: Entirely Loved 
I never thought of Step Six as a big deal. After 
all, there’s only a single paragraph about it in the 
Big Book. And why wouldn’t someone want God 
to take away all of their defects? But as it turns 
out, Step Six is about more than just willingness. 
For me, it’s also about God’s compassion and 
patience.  

I owe that understanding to an assignment 
from my sponsor, who suggested that when 
I read the Step Six paragraph, I look for what 
it reveals about my Higher Power. Here’s the 
paragraph: 

1If we can answer to our satisfaction, we 
then look at Step Six. 2We have 
emphasized willingness as being 
indispensable. 3Are we now ready to let 
God remove from us all the things which we 
have admitted are objectionable? 4Can He 
now take them all—every one? 5If we still 
cling to something we will not let go, we ask 
God to help us be willing. 

Before I tell you what this assignment revealed 
to me, a little warning: it’s kind of graphic. 
That’s because I think of my character defects as 
harmful, even if only in an emotional way. So, 
with that said… 

When I read the paragraph, I 
picture a scared, naïve girl 
hanging onto to a sharp knife for 
“protection,” having a tantrum 
every time she thinks someone 
will try to take it from her. God is 
the loving parent standing by and 
could swoop in at any moment 
and snap up the knife, but God knows that the 
child has to let go of it in her own time, or else 
she is not actually letting it go. From that, I see 
that nothing I do (no matter how stupid or 
harmful) changes God's desire to help me. God 
is unconditionally loving. 

The fourth sentence reminds me that God loves 
all of me, every prickle and blade, and that God 
will relieve me of all the things that aren't 
working for me, but that it is entirely, 100% up 
to me to let God do that. 

In the fifth sentence, I imagine that the girl has 
all but cut herself to ribbons with this absurd 

knife, that she is crying and 
in a lot of pain and shame, 
but her knuckles are locked-
up – she is unable to release 
her grip on this knife – and 
she turns to God and says, 
"Here are my white knuckles, 
will you help them to 
release?" And that God will.  

In that last sentence, I see that even though I 
held onto the knife when God asked me for it – 
even though God told me It's sharp, you'll get 
hurt, let me take care of it, and I STILL held onto 
it and got hurt – God doesn't judge my poor 
decisions and doesn't want me to “learn my 
lesson,” nor punish me, nor “just sit there and 
think about that for a while.” As soon as I 
realize what's happening and ask for help, God 

will help. Invited through only 
the tiniest opening of my heart, 
God responds. 

Even if I don't want the cutting to 
stop happening yet, even if I feel 
like I need to keep cutting myself, 
even if I can't bear the notion that 
without a knife I'll have no 
protection… by me simply being 
aware of the knife, and looking 

up and saying, “Oh hey, there's a bloody knife 
in my hand, and I'm not ready to let it go, but I 
know I should, could you help me?”… 

God will say, “Yes.” 

Nothing I do 
changes God's 
readiness to 
help me. God is 
unconditionally 
loving. 

As soon as I realize 
what's happening and 
ask for help, God will 
help. Invited through 
only the tiniest 
opening of my heart, 
God responds. 
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1. Should my fellow group members and I 
go out and raise money to endow several 
AA beds in our local hospital? 

2. Is it good for a group to lease a small 
building? 

3. Are all the officers and members of our 
local club for AAs familiar with 
“Guidelines on Clubs” (which is available 

Words with Roots 
ready: fully prepared 
defect: a shortcoming, 
imperfection, or lack 
character: the mental and 
moral qualities distinctive to 
an individual 

TRADITIONS CHECKLIST from the A.A. Grapevine 
Tradition Six: Problems of money, property, and authority may easily divert us from our primary spiritual 
aim. We think, therefore, that any considerable property of genuine use to A.A. should be separately 
incorporated and managed, thus dividing the material from the spiritual. An A.A. group, as such, should 
never go into business. Secondary aids to A.A., such as clubs or hospitals which require much property or 
administration, ought to be incorporated and so set apart that, if necessary, they can be freely discarded by 
the groups. Hence such facilities ought not to use the A.A. name. Their management should be the sole 
responsibility of those people who financially support them. For clubs, A.A. managers are usually 
preferred. But hospitals, as well as other places of recuperation, ought to be well outside A.A. – and 
medically supervised. While an A.A. group may cooperate with anyone, such cooperation ought never to 
go so far as affiliation or endorsement, actual or implied. An A.A. group can bind itself to no one. 

free from GSO)? 

4. Should the secretary of our group serve on 
the mayor’s advisory committee on 
alcoholism? 

5. Some alcoholics will stay around AA only if 
we have a TV and card room. If this is what 
is required to carry the message to them, 
should we have these facilities? 

Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character. 
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ENTIRELY 
READY 
REMOVE 
DEFECTS 
CHARACTER 
WILLINGNESS 
REMOVE 
CLING 
SOMETHING 

WITHOUT 
RESERVATIONS 
WHATEVER 
ANSWERED 
AFFIRMATIVE 
OBSESSION 
VANISHED 
GRANTED 
RELEASE 

INSTINCTUAL 
ABUNDANCE 
INTENDED 
FORGIVE 
DERELICTIONS 
DANGEROUS 
OVERREACH 
BRAGGART 
GLUTTONOUS 

AVOIDING 
MASQUERADE 
ATTRIBUTES 
EXCESSIVE 
IMPLICATION 
PERFECTION 
HAZARDOUS 
ABANDON 
LIMITED 

Selected words from page 76 of the Big Book and pages 63-69 of Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions. 
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Intergroup Financials for April 2015  
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Intergroup Council Meeting Minutes for May 2015 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY INTERGROUP, INC. 

5732 Soquel Drive, Soquel, CA 95073 

Intergroup Council Meeting Minutes for May 6, 2015 
 

Today’s agenda, April Minutes and final Treasurer’s report, and various other reports and notices were distributed before the 
meeting. 

CALLED to ORDER at 7:30 PM and opened with recitation of Serenity Prayer, Preamble & Twelve Traditions. Sign-in sheet and 
7th tradition were passed around while introductions were made. 

Birthdays of the Month announced: Sue F May 28 - 29 years 

Minutes of April meeting were approved without correction.  

REPORTS 

Telephone Diverter Committee: Jude W Open diverter shift fliers disseminated – only 2 people are filling in open 
shifts, need volunteers.  Thank you for getting 12 step volunteers have gotten quite a few sheets back, have got a good 
list going, it’s all coming together now 

Chair: Steve N Thanks everyone for coming tonight, there is much more attendance than last month, tonight will talk 
about improving participation in intergroup.  Central office rec’d email from Emeline – messes left behind after 
meetings. No specifics on what meeting but if it continues they will raise rent or require sec deposit. Would be a 
problem especially for BSM. If you attend those meetings please mention it to them. Rick read the email - they will 
leave a mop and bucket for meetings. Leave room as you found it. Consider having Cleaning Crew for each meeting. 
Which Building? Unknown. BSM is in D. Young People’s on wed night? Rowdy crowd. 

Vice Chair: James C.  Men’s Basic Step Study Group will host May 24 (4th Sunday of month) 7pm at Emeline 
basement speaker Paul D (25 years?) – urge you to announce this at any meeting! Need attendance. Judi question – 
what happened to moving it to Saturday? There was an ad hoc committee and that work hasn’t restarted since the new 
Vice Chair – there was some discussion to reinstate it. More discussion about moving the location of BSM – Clarissa 
explained the process from last year and suggested that if people want to move it they start the ad hoc committee soon 
Treasurer: Angie R We paid quarterly taxes this month but still had a gain, that’s great 

Office Manager: Bob S.  Gave activity report. Open shift 1-4pm on Mondays – would like one year sobriety, have 
made exceptions if they have sponsor etc. Job is to answer phone and sell literature (cash). Happy to train new folks.  
Will start removing names that are no longer signing in on sign-in sheet at Intergroup. On back of financial report lists 
the group contributions – if you have questions let Bob know. This year 63 of 109 registered groups have contributed 
so far, that’s great.  Bob won’t be here next month he will be traveling.  
Bylaws Committee: Joe.  Had meeting April 21. Met quorum of 3 people. Next meeting May 19 at 6pm central office 

Activities Committee: Amber B.  Spring fling – fliers completed, please take to meetings and start promoting. 
Hoping for lots of attendance this year! Secured two bands, an international circuit speaker, and have the food set. 
Already have a team of volunteers for food. If you or your group might be interested in managing the overall setup 
with Amber and others supporting, or the kid’s activity area, please talk to me after meeting.  Bring requests to your 
groups: looking for raffle items, baked goods, additional people to help during event. Type of raffle items: 
professional services (can’t promote businesses) and new items. If it’s gently used make sure it’s awesome. Sat June 20 
11-5pm. Next planning meeting Monday May 18 6:30pm Central Office want to join in or help come! 

Newsletter Committee: Clarissa B.  Reviewed May issue – less than half of people in attendance had received it.  Next 
issue: Founder’s Day issue, article on the founding of SCCI/Central Office. PASS THE GRAPE AROUND at 
meetings and pass the sign up sheet.  Note: Incorrect info about Watsonville dinner, it’s 4th Tuesday. Clarissa 
apologized and asked for help. Glenna and Paul offered to help proofread.  Suggestion to send all fellowship locations 
hardcopies of Grape (eg Watsonville 939 lincoln st) 
Website Committee:  Louis D Assume website is fine not getting any phone calls 

Delegate-at-large:  Rick A (Pending) Steering committee was a good meeting, good participation, went to bylaws, also 
good meeting; all is well 

General Service Liaison: Jeff W Just finished up Pleasanton preconference, several folks form Santa Cruz showed and 
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gave group consciences, our delegate Raymond listened 
to all. He is back from 65th annual gen svc conference; 
eureka post conference assembly is next month. Tell your 
meetings Wednesday june 10 potluck at 6:30 and gen 
svc conference delegate report at 7:30 (waive all district 
business, just one hour of report then q&a). Still have 
open DCM position for san Lorenzo valley. We created a 
website committee to restart general service website 

H&I Liaison: Sandra.  General committee meeting June 
14 Stockton at Rod and Gun at 11am; elections will be 
that day.  Auburn june 567 nccaa 68th annual summer 
conference.  31st annual roundup thurs May 14-17 
Riverside Resort 

OLD BUSINESS:  Discussion of changes to Bylaws 
concerning Delegate at Large.  Motion to vote, 
unanimous yes.  Motion to approve bylaws change as 
written for discussion 3-18-2015, unanimous yes.  
Question about the rationale about it; Rick explained that 
the previous Chair did not do a second term, and instead 
of becoming delegate became newsletter chair.  Some 
reps mentioned that their groups approved bylaws 
changed 
Open Area Reps Positions 
Teren volunteered to be Rep for Area 7; unanimous yes 
Gary Volunteered to do Area 6; unanimous yes 
Rich volunteered to do Area 1; unanimous yes 
Steve volunteered to do Area 8, unanimous yes 
NEW BUSINESS 

How can we get support for Intergroup?  Much 
discussion at last steering committee about low 
intergroup council attendance. Does everyone 
understand role as intergroup rep and area rep?  
Intergroup rep brings info from council to meeting and 
report once or twice a month.  Area reps check in w 
meeting reps, if meeting has no rep, encourage them to 
get one.  Steve read “What is Intergroup?” Flier.  Then 
Steve discussed the motion referral form – how groups 
can bring up issues to Intergroup.  Amber posed question 
about referral form. It’s used for things like Amendment 
to bylaws, or if someone wanted to request hosting an 
event, or starting the ad hoc committee (eg BSM).  How 
can we garner support? Glenna – I haven’t placed as a 
top priority that I need to get out to each of my groups as 
an area reps and be a face for intergroup and maybe if 
people aren’t that’s what’s going on – would like to have 
that breakthrough.  Sandy - when we get people to sign 
up for 12step and diverter etc – those are important, 
Maybe we make an intergroup sign up, if you are 
interested in being of service to intergroup add your 
name and number and we will contact you.  Would we 
need to get someone to volunteer?  How does it different 

from area rep?  James – having your voice be louder 
about intergroup is key. Show up to council meeting. 
Listen, take it back, be attentive to your group. If 
someone doesn’t know what intergroup is, explain it. Be 
vocal. Some people are blah about intergroup – get on 
board because we make it happen. Damien – couple 
things I think would help make people more aware of 
intergroup – sometimes an intergroup rep will come back 
from council and give a report that lasts 10 mintues, and 
people yawn. I make an announcement of 2 or 3 things 
per meeting - and spread the info throughout the month 
so it doesn’t take forever. Also I have a looseleaf binder to 
keep reports/fliers etc in, and pass it around  
AREA REPRESENTATIVES 
Area 1 Watsonville, Open  
Area 2 La Selva Beach, Seascape, Louis D no news 
Area 3 Aptos, Mick H  
Area 4 Capitola, Judi D been in touch w all my groups – 
just in touch, reminded them to be here except for DMV;  
Area 5 Soquel, Glenna H this month I learned to just relax 
and show up and things will get done – I don’t need to 
push 
Area 6 E Santa Cruz, Open 
Area 7 Morrissey, Open 
Area 8 Santa Cruz Downtown, Open  
Area 9 Emeline, Open 
Area 10 West Side Santa Cruz, Open 
Area 11 Scotts Valley and San Lorenzo Valley, Mark G 
Saturday May 16 at felton presb church take spons to 
dins 

LAST WORDS 
Announcements to take back to your groups 
Treats for next council meeting 
CLOSING CIRCLE  
Volunteers to help clean up and volunteer to help set up 
next month – thank you!!! 
Motion to close - passed 
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Santa Cruz County 
Intergroup 

5732 Soquel Drive n Soquel, CA 95073 

[Recipient] 

SANTA CRUZ FELLOWSHIP  
(across from Metro Station) 
412 Front St. 
Santa Cruz CA 95060 
 
BEN LOMOND FELLOWSHIP 
9636 Hwy 9 
Ben Lomond, CA 95005 
(831) 336-9969 
 
WATSONVILLE FELLOWSHIP 
939 Lincoln St. 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
 
OFFICINA INTERGRUPAL 
HISPANA WATSONVILLE  
1150 Main St. Ste. 7B, 
Watsonville, CA 95076  
(831) 768-9597 
 

Fellowship Locations 
Get the  

Grape-SCCIN 
in your mailbox!  

 
Call Central Office 

at 831-475-5782. 
 

Get the Grape-SCCIN 
free via email!  

 
Email your request to 

grapesccin@gmail.com. 
 

Submit your writing to  
the Grape-SCCIN!  
 

Send your submission to 
grapesccin@gmail.com. 

 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 20 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Take me to 
your group! 



My face, when I 
realized I put 
the JULY 
birthdays on the 
cover of the 
JUNE  issue of 
the GrapeSCCIN 
(and it had 
already been 
printed). 

My genuine apologies to all the 
June birthdays – especially folks 

who have been so patient with the 
challenges of getting the Birthday 
List back on track. I got too busy 

and didn’t leave time to do a 
careful check of the issue. I’ve 

learned a good lesson.  

I blew it. 



	  

Richard (Sully) S 53 
June 22, 1962 

Vince H 49   
June 7, 1966 

Caroll Y 39 
June 1, 1976 

Cynthia S 35 
June 15, 1980 

Barbara B 31 
June 8, 1984 

Jennifer M 28 
June 6, 1987 

Earlene W 26 
June 5, 1989 

Jerry M  26 
June 6, 1989 

Kelley H  19 
June 29, 1996 

Tom R  16 
June 21, 1999 

Carrie Z  14 
June 21, 2001 

Gary R  9 
June 9 2006 

Carrie O  8 
June 2, 2007 

Janice O  4 
June 15, 2011 

Johnny R  3 
June 3, 2012  

Amanda T  3 
June 6, 2012 


