
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   BIRTHDAYS 

                           
  Note: there were 2 birthdays missing from last month’s list. 
HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY to: 

 Meg & M’Liss, both on May 6 – Meg celebrated 23 years and 
M’Liss celebrated 26 years! 

  JUNE BIRTHDAYS     

Richard S.  52 yrs  June 22, 1962 
Rich L.   49 yrs  June 1965 
Vince H.  48 yrs  June 7, 1966 
Barbara B.  30 yrs  June 8, 1984 
Earlene W.  25 yrs  June 5, 1989  
Jerry M.  25 yrs  June 6, 1989  
Kelley H.  18 yrs  June 29, 1996 
Tom R.     15 yrs  June 21, 1999 
   

Come on, come all to the 2014 Spring Fling! 

June 7: 11a.m.-5p.m.-Harvey West Park 

Lunch Noon-1:30: Adults $8 & kids $4  

Guest speaker 2pm: Kenna from L.A., with 28 years 

Live music by ‘We’re Done’ 

Opportunity drawing 3pm followed by baked goods 
auction  

It’s a great way to celebrate sobriety and hang out 
with your community J  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Birthday	  Speaker	  
Meeting	  

	  
Sunday,	  June	  22	  

at	  7	  pm	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Hosted	  by:	  TGIW	  

Speaker:	  TBA	  
	  	  	  Emeline,	  Building	  D	  
1080	  Emeline	  Ave	  

Santa	  Cruz	  	  

 
4th	  Sunday	  of	  every	  
month	  at	  7	  pm	  
Special	  thanks	  to	  
Twisted	  Sisters	  for	  
hosting	  the	  May	  mtg.	  
with	  speaker	  Jenny	  H!	  	  
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June 2014 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4  
7:30PM 
Intergroup Council 
Meeting 
Aptos Village Park 

5 6 7 

8 
 

9 
 

10 11 
7:30PM 
General Service 
Meeting           
Aptos Village Park 

12 13 14 
10:00AM 
4th Step Workshop 
Ben Lomond 
Fellowship 

15 16 
 

17 
6:00PM 
Bylaws Committee 
Central Office 
 

18 
7:30PM 
Steering Committee 
Central Office 

19 20 
 

21 
 

22 
Birthday Speaker 
Meeting 7:00pm 
Emeline Bldg D 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
7:00PM                     
H&I Meeting 
Central Office 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
  

30   
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NEARBY  AA  EVENT    

UNITY  DAY  2014,  Salinas-‐‑June  15,  10a.m.-‐‑5  p.m.  

Speakers:  Bill  &  Diane  S.,  Florida  

Unity  Day  is  an  annual  event  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Monterey  &  Salinas  Intergroups.    

It  includes  a  BBQ,  live  music,  kids’  games,  face  painting,  raffle,  bake  sale.  

  Location:  Toro  Park,  Buckeye  Area,  501  California  68,  Salinas.    

Call  (831)  373-‐‑3713  for  more  information.    

.



The Chair’s Corner  

Artwork by Ken C 

This is our twelfth suggestion: Carry this 
message to other alcoholics! You can help 
when no one else can. from Chapter 7 of the Big 
Book 
Writing this monthly column is a privilege. It’s also a 
pressure, because to me, it would be a serious breach of 
integrity for me to write about anything I’m not currently 
practicing. And I must admit to you, I had to search long 
and hard to find something to write about this month. (So, 
thank you for the opportunity to see that my recovery is 
lacking today.) 
 
The Twelfth Step – thank God – is something I have 
practiced continually since early sobriety. And it has 
consistently saved my butt. 
 
The Big Book and the 12&12 have lots of guidance about 
sponsorship. I also learned by the example of my first 
sponsor, who set the bar very, very high. First, she was 
available 24/7. (For real.) She never called me; I had to 
own my recovery by picking up the phone. She didn’t 
offer suggestions; I had to recognize my need and then 
ask for help. She did not scold or pass judgment; I 
learned I could trust her with anything. She was humble, 
but wise. Brutally honest, but kind. In short, she taught 
me unconditional love. And I was compelled to follow her 
example. A tall order, indeed! 
 
Learning how to sponsor wasn’t easy for me. The Big 
Book says, “Do not be discouraged if your prospect does 
not respond at once.” And my beginning experiences of 
sponsorship were discouraging. But I discovered it was 
because I had expectations (and expectations are my 
will, and no matter how harmless my will might be, it’s 
still my will and we all know how that goes). I eventually 
learned the meaning of the adage, If they don’t want it, 
you can’t say anything right; and if they want it, you can’t 
say anything wrong. My sponsor told me the important 
thing was to pray first, then show up and be honest, and 
be careful not to inject my will. 
 
The 12&12 says, “Practically every AA member declares 
that no satisfaction has been deeper and no joy greater 
than in a Twelfth Step job well done.” I have found this to 
be true. To have the honor of being a channel of God’s 
grace – that indescribable force that solves our drinking 
problem – by extending the message of AA to someone 
who wants it, and then seeing that person transform… 
well, it is wondrous and humbling. And the depth of 
gratitude I have for the women who have sponsored me 
is bottomless. Because they saved, and continue to 
save, my life. 
 
And the magical thing is, sponsees save us right back. 
How many times have I made a suggestion to a sponsee 
which I immediately felt in my bones I needed to heed for 
myself? Last week, I suggested to a sponsee that she 
recommit to her sobriety like she did as a newcomer. Call 
me daily. Do a daily meeting. Reach out and call others. 
And I’m fricking crying as I type that, because I know 
that’s what I need today. 
Yours in service,  

Clarissa B. 

“Our 24 Hour Call Line is Really a 24 
Hour HOPE Line” 

Every time I answer the phones for 
Alcoholics Anonymous I am given the 
opportunity to help someone.  Most times it 
can just be information about a meeting, 
event or directions, but I get to be of 
service, a resource for my local community.  
There are other times when I am given the 
opportunity to offer hope to someone who is 
in need, hurting, desperate and feeling 
hopeless.   

This is a gift I get to give to another.  Every 
time that call comes in I get to listen and to 
offer compassion and hope to someone who is 
suffering, feeling worthless and hopeless.  
For myself, I cannot imagine that there is 
anything more important or more rewarding 
that I could be doing.  When helping others I 
am also helping myself.  It not only fills my 
heart and soul, it helps me stay humble and 
never forget how horrible my life was and 
how grateful I am for this wonderful new and 
happy life. 

At the very least I know that I am planting a 
seed about our recovery program.  A seed of 
hope!  A seed that could grow into a new life 
of happiness and productivity.  Like a blade 
of grass that grows up through the cracks in 
the cement, with God’s help, and a little love 
and sunshine, this seed of A.A. will grow. 

If you would like to do a little gardening of 
your own, give our 24 Hour/Diverter Call Line 
a call and plant some seeds of Hope.                
831-475-5782   
Gratefully, jude W. 
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