
 
BIRTHDAYS                           

Attention: Want to have your birthday included in the Grape-
SCCIN? Please email grapesccin@gmail.com. Do not assume your 
birthday will appear in this newsletter just because it has appeared in 
the Grape-SCCIN in the past. There has been a problem with 
information being retained, so please email again if you’d like your 
birthday included in a future newsletter. Thanks! 

AUGUST	  BIRTHDAYS	  	  	  	  	  

Jackie M 37	  yrs	   Aug	  5,	  1977	  

Sam B	   36	  yrs	   Aug	  15,	  1978	  

Nina M	   31	  yrs	   Aug	  27,	  1983	  

Damien M	   31	  yrs	   Aug	  19,	  1983	  

Diane B	   31	  yrs	   Aug	  25,1983	  

Garryowen 	   16	  yrs	   Aug	  21,1998	  

Mark B	   15	  yrs	   Aug	  23,1999	  

Marty L.	   15	  yrs	   Aug	  15,1999	  

Katie L	   15	  yrs	   Aug	  15,1999	  

Will M 14 yrs Aug	  14,	  2000	  

Gina B	   11	  yrs	   Aug	  9,	  2003	  

Dale H	   7	  yrs	   Aug	  6,	  2007 

	  
	  
  

AA  Unity  Day  2014  in  San  Jose,  CA,  August  17,  
2014  with  speakers,  workshops,  free  meals,  
fellowship,  and  a  play  “The  Committee  in  Bob’s  
Head.”  Hours:  8  a.m.  –  9  p.m.  Location:  Scottish  
Rite  Center,  2455  Masonic  Dr.    

  

  

  

  

  

  

Birthday	  Speaker	  
Meeting	  

	  
Sunday,	  Aug	  24	  

at	  7	  pm	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Hosted	  by:	  	  
Women’s	  5	  &	  10	  Group	  

Speaker:	  
	  Kara	  with	  18	  years	  

	  	  	  Emeline,	  Building	  D	  
1080	  Emeline	  Ave	  Santa	  

Cruz	  	  

 
4th	  Sunday	  of	  every	  
month	  at	  7	  pm	  

	  
Special	  thanks	  to	  

Altered	  Attitudes	  for	  
hosting	  the	  July	  mtg.	  
with	  speaker	  Mark	  M	  

with	  29	  years.	  	  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

 1 2 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
7:30PM 
Intergroup Council 
Meeting 
Aptos Village Park 

7 8 9 
10:00AM 
4th Step Workshop 
Ben Lomond 
Fellowship 
 

10 11 
 

12 
 

13 
7:30PM 
General Service 
Meeting           
Aptos Village Park 

14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
6:00PM 
Bylaws Committee 
Central Office 
 

20 
7:30PM 
Steering Committee 
Central Office 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 / 31 
24th - 7:00pm 
Birthday Speaker 
Meeting  
Emeline Bldg D 
  

25 26 
7:30PM 
PI/CPC Meeting 
Central Office 
 

27 
7:00PM                     
H&I Meeting 
Central Office 

28 29 30 

  

Upcoming  AA  Events  

2015  International  Convention  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  in  Atlanta,  GA,  July  2-‐‑5,  2015  with  big  
meetings  Friday  night,  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning  in  the  Georgia  Dome.  Registration  and  
housing  reservations  will  open  in  fall  2014.  The  theme  is  "ʺ80  Years  –  Happy,  Joyous  and  Free.” See  
http://www.aa.org/pages/en_US/2015-‐‑international-‐‑convention-‐‑of-‐‑alcoholics-‐‑anonymous. 

2014  Monterey  Bay  Area  Roundup  in  Monterey,  CA,  Aug  29-‐‑31,  2014  with  AA  and  Al-‐‑Anon  
speakers  from  California  and  Texas,  and  activities  such  as  a  golf  tournament,  yoga,  and  a  Bay  Cruise  
departing  from  Fisherman’s  Wharf.    
See  http://www.montereybayarearoundup.org/conference.html  for  details.  

The  First  “We  Agnostics  and  Freethinkers  International  AA  Convention,”  in  Santa  Monica,  CA,  
Nov  6-‐‑8,  2014  at  the  Universalist  Unitarian  Community  Church,  1260  18th  St.,  Santa  Monica. Contact  
WAFT  IAAC  at  WeAgConvention@gmail.com.  

Santa  Cruz  County  AA  Events  

General  Service  Workshop  on  Anonymity  on  October  11,  2014.  Details  to  come!    

The  Oldtimer  Speaker  Meeting  will  be  October  18,  with  3  to  4  speakers  who  have  20+  years  of  
sobriety.  Details  to  come!  

A  Diverter  Workshop  is  being  developed  for  this  fall.  Details  to  come!



 

The Chair’s Corner  

Artwork by Ken C 

We meet frequently 
so that newcomers 
may find the 
fellowship they seek. From Bill’s Story in the Big Book of 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

I’ll never forget my first meeting of AA. I knew I 
had to speak up when they asked newcomers to 
introduce themselves. I was terrified. I raised my 
hand and was barely able to utter through my 
choked up tears, “My name is Clarissa and I think 
I’m an alcoholic.” In that same meeting, a 
woman later turned to me during her share and 
said, “You’re the most important person in the 
room.” I didn’t believe it – I didn’t believe I was 
that worthy – but I believed she cared about me. 
I felt like I was in the right place. And I kept 
listening. 

Recently a friend of mine reflected on a meeting 
she had just attended, during which no one had 
been speaking of how the program addressed 
their alcoholism; no one was speaking about the 
solution. She said members’ shares were mostly 
complaints or ‘check-ins.’ “I mean,” she 
lamented, “What was the newcomer going to 
get out of that?!” (She did speak up in the 
meeting, to talk about how AA has solved her 
problem with alcohol.) 

 I was really moved by her total focus on the 
newcomer. It caused me to reflect on my own 
awareness. My first sponsor taught me that 
meetings aren’t about being social, they’re 
about being sober. But am I always looking out 
for the newcomer? When I go to meetings, do I 
consistently go with the intent to share about 
how I’m implementing the tools of the program? 
Ready to talk about how grace has shown up in 
my life, and how that’s happened? Nope. Most 
of the time, I go ready to listen, needing to hear 
something inspiring. And also, I might need to 
‘share about what’s going on with me.’ Sure, 
when I do share, I make a point to focus on the 
solution. But do I make sure to talk about it in a 
way that the newcomer will connect with it?  

Our Fifth Tradition says Each group has but one 
primary purpose – to carry its message to the 
alcoholic who still suffers. That means that when I 
go to a meeting, the key reason for me to be 
there is to support a discussion about how AA 
works; how the program solves the drink 
problem. Yes, I go to stay sober. I’m very clear on 

My Home Group – Damien M. 
Later this evening I will be attending the 1,791st 
consecutive meeting of my home group. We will be 
studying the second section of the 12th Step: “…we 
tried to carry this message to alcoholics…” We divide 
the 12th Step into three parts—to give each feature of 
the step its due weight.  
 
On a Thursday evening last autumn, a sponsee and I had 
gotten together in Soquel Village, as a convenient 
location for coffee. We planned to hit a close-by 
meeting following our talk. I had heard of the Men’s 
Basic Step Study over the years, but somehow had 
never stopped in before then.  
 
We were greeted warmly by the other men there (which 
doesn’t happen every time I attend an unfamiliar 
meeting). The attendance was typical that evening, 
about ten-or-so men, aged 30-ish to 60-ish (I’m 60-ish; 
my sponsee is considerably younger.) By the end of the 
meeting, we knew we would be returning, and by the 
time a month had passed, we had joined the group.  
 
I’m currently our Intergroup Representative, and my 
sponsee is Recording Secretary for the monthly Steering 
Committee Meetings. This is the kind of group that 
makes it easy to get involved: we take our Primary 
Purpose seriously; we take our recovery through the 
practice of the 12 Steps seriously; we take the integrity 
of the meeting seriously; we do not, however, take 
ourselves too seriously. We socialize, hold meetings in 
members’ homes when our regular meeting place is un-
available, and from time-to-time a few of us have piled 
into a car and attended our off-spring group (Campbell 
Tuesday night Men’s Basic Step Study, which has been 
going strong for about 7 years). 
 
This is a group of guys I have been at ease with from 
the start, and I have felt consistently welcomed and 
valued over the time that they have gotten to know me. 
For my part, I have come to respect and value my new 
brothers, and look forward to growing in sobriety in the 
company of these men. Don’t mis-understand: we are 
very different in lots of ways. Our politics and interests, 
our approach to religious matters as well as social 
issues, all run the full spectrum. Our personal lives 
could not be more divergent—honestly—yet the level 
of care and support in the group has impressed me quite 
deeply, and I am proud to name the Men’s Basic Step 
Study in Soquel Village on Thursday night as my home 
group [Right On!].  
 
 
	  
	  



the importance of that. But that’s secondary. My 
primary purpose, having gone 
through the steps and having 
had a spiritual awakening, is to 
carry this life-saving message to 
other alcoholics who still suffer. 

And to the newcomer, to the 
one who thinks they don’t have 
anything to share, I tell you this: 
When you speak, you move 
mountains of stubbornness. 
There are those of us in the 
rooms that have become 
complacent, or that have hurts 
we’re hanging on to, or that 
don’t think we need to pray on 
our knees. And when you 
speak, we are humbled. We 
remember how we felt, where 
we came from, where we can 
return to with a single slip. We 
understand everything you’re 
saying. We’re listening to you 
and loving you right where you 
are. We’re hoping with all our 
might that you’ll keep coming 
back, that you’ll call our 
number when you need to 
reach out. When you speak, we 
are so grateful that we went to 
that meeting. When you speak, 
you keep us sober.  

Yours in service,  

Clarissa B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 From the Central Office 
 
Thanks to all who 
support our Central 
Office by volunteering 
or support us with group 
donations, we are 
doing fine. World 
Services sent an email 
this month saying that 
the Board was going to 
meet this month to 
discuss literature 
pricing. Whether this will 
affect us I don’t know 
yet, the prices haven’t 
changed since 2011.  

    We have a new book 
from the Grapevine 
publishers called Daily 
Quote that is similar to 
the old Daily Reflections 
book but with new 
quotes from the 
Grapevine. If you have 
had your Daily 
Reflections for years 
you might check this 
out for new inspirations. 

Your Humble Servant 

                    Bob S. 
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